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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN GV US 

SUBJECT: GUINEAN OFFSHORE OIL EXPLORATION 
REF: STATE 104148 

1. EMBASSY THANKS DEPT AND AMBASSADOR HARROP FOR INFO CONVEYED 
REFTEL. BY COINCIDENCE, WE MET ON MAY 6 WITH M. THIERNO SEKOU, 

WHO WAS INTRODUCED TO US AS FRANK WELSH'S ASSISTANT AND VICE 
PRESIDENT OF SOGUIP. SEKOU HAD JUST RETURNED FROM ONE MONTH IN 
HOUSTON AND REPORTED INFORMATION SIMILAR TO REFTEL. SEKOU SEEMED 
TO HAVE GAINED REALISTIC APPRECIATION OF DIFFICULTIES BUTTES 
IS EXPERIENCING IN GETTING OFFSHORE DRILLING UNDERWAY ON 
SCHEDULE. 
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